Web Design Elements
By Lori Welty

I noticed that various topics were outlined in the PowerPoint.  I wanted to create a response that would be pleasing to the reader and quickly provide the key points of the PowerPoint.  This is similar to the way I would design a website.   

The Power of Appearance
· Visual design has the power to comfort, motivate or distract.

· Some of the most powerful communication is non-verbal

Art & Subjectivity

· At heart, we are all visual communicators

· There is never a design that satisfies everyone, yet we all have a point of view on aesthetics
Traditional Media vs. New Media

· No longer linear – the user can move in different directions based on need or interest
User Centered Design

· The design should be user-centered and  focus on the user needs.
The Creative Kick-Off

· Effective Design cannot be done in a vacuum

· Organization will be a key element in the website I am designing since teachers need to locate the information quickly and with east.

Design Explorations

· Maintain consistency and don’t go off in too many directions to cause confusion.

User Tested

· Yes, this is critically important.  When I visit a site and find that the links are missing, I give up and go to another site.

Revisions & Extensions
· Make every effort to accommodate user feedback.

Is There a Clear Hierarchy 

· Does layout support the user’s goals?

Does it Account for the Basics

· Is the experience consistent and the interface transparent.

· Are there consistent themes of photography, color and fonts?

Does it Have the “Ables?”

· Is it maintainable, memorable.

Nuggets.

· Appearance matters; design for the majority; test it! (Not sure why we shouldn’t use Comic Sans.  I like that font.)

