Study Buddy Reflection for Kirsten
By Lori Welty

Based on the Capstone Rubric criteria, I am pleased with our team energy and enthusiasm.  Having worked closely for the past few years, we can offer honest critique and learn from one another.   I am fortunate to have increased contact time with you to discuss and explore ideas.

Your project is supporting innovation and the implementation of 21st century skills integrating the Common Core Standards.   Perfect focus!!  The only change I would make is to continue focusing on math and not broaden your focus.  Remember Smokers message in the book, Focus?  If we keep the focus narrow, we can accomplish much more.  You have often reminded me of this same message.  Continue with your project, but focus on math only.
A capstone project focused on 21st century skills and the common core is a transformative project.  For the past 10 years, the primary instructional focus has been on language arts in our district.  Little or no training has been provided in the area of math.  The common core assessments are going to require teachers to transform the way they have been instructing math.  They need support so they can instruct in a way that will prepare their students for not only the assessments but for college and career readiness.  You will be the change agent that will support a complete transition in our approach to math.  
