Syllabus Review & Course Expectations
By Lori Welty

From my observation, there seems to be an inconsistency between the goal of the capstone project and the outcome.  Throughout the syllabus, I read that the goal is authentic work done for an authentic audience, however, that seems to be inconsistent with the weekly assignment requirements.  The outcome seems to be a collaborative webpage.  Perhaps, there are two expectations, the graduate requirement and the authentic website.  
1.  The expectations and goals for myself during the final Capstone Seminar include:

a. To create an authentic project for an authentic audience.  My goal is to create a comprehensive website for Salvador teachers which supports school reform for a low income, high poverty school.
b. This authentic website would be used to show potential employers my level of commitment and expertise. (One piece of my career portfolio.)
 Question:  Is another webpage required for the Touro graduate requirement?
c. To create a website that incorporates the content presented by Ruth Clark in Developing Technical Training. A Structured Approach for the Development of Classroom and Computer-Based Instruction Materials , The Site Model of Instructional Design  as presented on the Touro Blackboard Website, and other resources provided throughout the course of the program.
 Question: If we create a collaborative website are we meeting the needs of our audience based on the content presented throughout this class?
How do my expectations differ or match the course rubric?  My expectation is to spend this semester creating a comprehensive authentic project.  The rubric seems to require a collaborative website that is not designed for my audience.  If both requirements are necessary to support the integrity of a graduate level program, then I understand the purpose.  Please clarify.
2. Include at 5 expectations you have for yourself and for the instructional component of the course.

Expectations for Myself

· Create a comprehensive website.

· Incorporate the technological skills and web design information acquired throughout the course into the design of the website.

· Create a PowerPoint Poster

· Create an Oral Defense Presentation

· Collaborate with a “Study Buddy.”

Expectations for the Instructional Component
· Feedback from my “Study Buddy” on the development of my website.  Time to use the feedback and further develop the site.

· Continued examples of quality website design.  Technology changes daily.  5 or 10 years ago, website design was limited.  There are new features and changes to process each year.  Pinterest is great example of the movement to a more visual approach.

· Support in our Poster development.

· Support in our Oral Defense presentation.

· Continued support in the use of Weebly.  Perhaps each of us can share features we have discovered.  It has been beneficial to create a Touro Weebly Portfolio page.  I have continued to apply different elements of design and use of the tools which has increased my level of knowledge.
